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Transported into MA
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Let’s Think For A 
Minute…
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The Internet: A Weird, Weird Place
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What is “Reputable Breeder?”
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What Advice to Clients for Purebred Dog?

• Does health checks/vaccination schedule
• Don’t get sight unseen
• Don’t fall for $10.00 Godaddy Account
• Don’t go to sites with thousands of dogs
• Take the dog back for any reason
• Leave health advice and training advice to 

professionals in those industries
• Looking for good match
• Knows what socialization is / is not
• 1-2 breeds on premises
• Won’t breed year round
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What is a Puppy Mill?

• Hell on Earth
• Puppies for profit
• Large scale commercial 

breeding operation
• No standard of care
• Often sold on the Internet 

and/or pet stores
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Pet Stores Turning Into Rescue Hubs
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Blurred Lines

“One puppy was delivered to a suburban pet shop 

with her pedigree papers.

The other two — confirmed littermates — were 

declared “rescue dogs” and sold to a pet shop in 

Chicago. With that rescue label firmly attached to 

their cages, the store could sell the dogs for more 

than $1,000 apiece and still be in compliance with a 

city ordinance that bans shops from offering 

commercially bred pets…”
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The World Isn’t Binary

Good BreedersPuppy Mills
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Saved
What Does This Word Mean To You?

What Does This Word Mean To Your Clients? 
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The 90%

● 90% of dogs in many southern shelters are euthanized for no other reason 
than “we don’t have space” or are unclaimed.

●  Emma’s chances for rescue were slim. ‘She had a very strong chance to be 
euthanized...90% of dogs and cats that enter some shelters never leave 
alive.’                                                
-Janet Romaker,The Toledo Blade,  02/14
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Al Roker’s Last Chance Rescue: Animal Planet
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1EIvb0dr5hKIgypPBOrtp4TioAC6dOAw5/preview


“If It’s Yellow, It’ll Go.” 

● “It gave me a look. We bonded.”
● “I like this one. The color is vivid.”
● “It’s the eye contact with me. If they give me a 

certain look, I know they’re a great dog.”
● 6 month old puppy: Adolescent
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In Massachusetts, dogs aren’t allowed in for rescue 
without mandatory 48 hr. quarantine. 
There is no such quarantine for “owned dogs”. To get 
around this law, dogs often trucked outside state 
borders and picked up at rest stops/hotels.

14,000 legally brought in 2012...
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Let’s Pretend We Are 
Looking For A Rescue Dog. 

Where Do You Look First? 
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2 miles. away

The Petfinder Loophole

3,000 dogs

100 miles Somerville
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Boston

Look here
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She’s not here. 
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Red Flags

Pro Tip: If a rescue (or breeder) can’t 
spell the name of the town they are 
fake-operating in, it might be indicative 
they aren’t on the up-and-up.

Pro Tip: If the same dog is listed under many 
names, breeds, locations, it’s not here. 
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Page 1 of Petfinder 3/8/2018

40 Dogs

First three: Poodle Rescue (Legit)

Next One: Kitty Connection (Legit)

Next 11: Sugarland, TEXAS

The rest: Houston, TX; Hempstead, TX; Louisiana

Local dogs start on page 3

A MA animal shelter: Presentation at local 
school. Most kids said “I have a rescue 
dog. None acquired from shelter 2 miles 
from school. All acquired by driving to CT. 27



Physically and Behaviorally 
Sound for Adoption
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Video: Athena/Abby
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=vvMz_ANq4qw

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvMz_ANq4qw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=vvMz_ANq4qw


The Bite Scale: Learn It. Use It. Teach It. 
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What is “Saved?”

● Define Saved
● Empty cage? 
● In a home?
● Successfully placed?
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• Magic Balls!
• Noise sensitive: Busiest 

street in city.
• “Want dog happy. Didn’t 

expect  to talk about 
drugs”.

• “Good with kids”
• Elderly Couple

From My Case Files
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Rocky:

● 8 y/o Pomeranian from South Carolina.
● On PetFinder as “happy dog, completely vetted. Walks well on a leash and is 

ready to be your best friend!”
● Came off the truck with worms, collapsed trachea and pneumonia. No teeth. 

Spent over $2,000 at emergency hospital 1st week. 
● Shut down, anxious
● Belly Band - peed on everything, including other dog
● Barked non stop
● Referred to Vet Behaviorist: more $ 
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Roxy’s Story: Mix of Transport/Local Rescue

● Met in CT day before first of 4 snowstorms that crippled Boston.
● Dog in backseat with 8 year old child
● Dog was “scariest dog we ever had.”
● Shiba Mix. Emotional weight. 
● Multiple bites
● Afraid to fail dog. 
● Increasingly common scenario.
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Reputable Rescue?
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Stress Threshold

37



Stress Threshold

Trigger Stacking: Stress Thresholds
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Stress Threshold

Stress Hormones 

48-72 hrs
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Stress Threshold
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Stress Threshold
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I can explain it in Dog,
...but you only listen in Human.

Gaspode, the Wonder Dog
Moving Pictures
--Sir Terry Pratchett
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Solutions
This is why we’re here, right?

44



Let’s Talk Body Language

● Dog Trainers discuss 
body language A LOT

● Can you tell what these 
dogs are saying?
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What is this dog feeling? 
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This one? 
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This guy?
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What about these two?
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Client: “Aw, he’s sticking his tongue out. Doesn’t want picture taken!” 
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Ears flat

“Whale Eye”

Lip Lick

Stiff posture
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• Does health checks/vaccination schedule
• Don’t get sight unseen
• Don’t fall for $10.00 Godaddy Account
• Don’t go to sites with thousands of dogs
• Take the dog back for any reason
• Leave health advice and training advice to 

professionals in those industries
• Looking for good match
• Knows what socialization is/is not
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What Advice to Clients for Rescue Dog

• 1-2 breeds on premises
• Won’t breed year round
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What Can Trainers Do?

● Submit letters to CPDT, Karen Pryor, IAABC,  VSA, etc. to give CEUs for 
implementing programs with shelters/rescues 

● Donate your time: Educate & Volunteer (specifically socialization, stress, 
mental stim, target, body language)

● Help put together a handout of reputable resources in the area
● Teach stress signals/greetings/behavior assess in shelters / in rescues
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How Can You Work Outside The Box?
● ACOs - less $ for local dogs?
● TNR? Sanctuary for unadoptable dogs?
● Report loophole rescues (BBB / Dog Merchants)
● Reach out to Petfinder /AAP to place TRULY local dogs first
● Socialization 

○ Begins in utero: Pregnant dogs in foster ASAP
○ Window closes at 16 weeks
○ 6 month old dog isn’t a puppy...it’s a teenager
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What Can Rescues/Shelters Do?

● Stop labeling breeds
● Fine?
● Transparent!
● Resources
● Follow up
● Report
● Partnership
● Connect with PF and AAP
● Not binary!
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How To Refer:
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