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Reporting Animal Cruelty

• 2014 PAWS Act (Protecting Animal Welfare and Safety) 

– Requires veterinarians to report suspected animal abuse 

• Created a reporting manual 

– “Reporting Animal Cruelty The Role of the Veterinarian:  Establishing Protocols to Identify and Report Suspected 

Animal Cruelty in Massachusetts”

• Manual provides explanations of MA law and supporting material

– Veterinarians can develop protocols for their clinic to guide the reporting of animal neglect, cruelty, and abuse

• Collaboration

– Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University

– Animal Rescue League of Boston

– Animal Folks (Minnesota)









Reporting Animal Cruelty
THE ROLE OF THE VETERINARIAN

• The Animal Rescue League of Boston

www.arlboston.org/crueltymanual/

• The Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University

http://vet.tufts.edu/center-for-animals-and-public-policy/

Email:  eschettino@arlboston.org

Phone: 617.226.5692

http://www.arlboston.org/crueltymanual/
http://vet.tufts.edu/center-for-animals-and-public-policy/
mailto:eschettino@arlboston.org








Reporting Animal Cruelty

Reporting may uncover other examples of violence against 

animals and/or humans







Reporting Animal Cruelty

The Link between violence against animals and humans is 

well documented.  Violence against animals is considered a 

potential indicator and predictor of concurrent or future child 

maltreatment, domestic violence, and elder abuse.    







Classifications of Abuse





When in doubt, report

While reporting suspected or known animal cruelty may feel difficult to do 

at first, it is the ethical action to take – whether or not it is required by 

law.
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Reporting Animal Cruelty
what is your role?

• What if you are not mandated to report, what can or should you do?

– You should do something!

– If you have a veterinarian on staff or work closely with a veterinarian you can bring the animal to be examined

• Animal Control Officers

• Shelter and Rescue employees

• Connections/Relationships

– Local ACO

– Local police department

– The Law Enforcement Department of both the Animal Rescue League of Boston and the MSPCA
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Reporting Animal Cruelty

When you report suspected animal abuse, you may 

not only be saving the life of the animal, but also may 

be preventing violence directed at vulnerable people.
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