


STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURES – LAW 

CONTEXT, PREPARATION, 
INVESTIGATION











Chapter 272, Section 77: Cruelty to Animals G.L. c. 272, § 77 is 
one law that provides for charging the crime of cruelty to animals.  

As a summary statement, generally speaking every act or omission 
which causes unjustifiable, unnecessary pain, suffering, and/or death to an 
animal can be said to be included within the statute. 

The law is broad in the sense that it is worded so as to include acts ranging 
from the failure to do something – such as to provide proper food, drink, 
shelter, or protection from the weather --- to the most intentional types of 
actions such as torture, maiming and beating.  





MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAW
CHAPTER 272, SECTION 77

ANIMAL 
What is an animal? 

DEFINITION 
Definition not found 

in statute
Case law  --

decisions of the 
court -- define 
“animal” to include 
all animals.   



There is nothing in the general 
purpose and intent of the statute 
that would prevent it from including 
all animals, within the common 
meaning of that word.





“

”

The term cruelty means inflicting 
severe or unnecessary pain upon an 
animal without justifiable cause. 

Cruelty to Animals Jury Instructions, Instruction 7.270, May 2017



What are we not going to talk about? 

 Mental State of the Person(s) 

 Intent 

 Specific v. general intent

 Intentionally

 Willfully

 Negligently 



Keep to the medical facts
You may hear that the person did not “intend” to or did not mean to 
be cruel or that a person was reckless or neglectful and did not mean to
cause the injury. 

The reason or reasons why a person committed an act
or acts of cruelty or neglect is not important to the finding
of medical facts.

Poverty, mental illness, old age, cultural
traditions, ignorance, and commercial interests may be raised
as defenses to a charge of cruelty but there are no excuses for
cruelty recognized under the law.

But collection of, and documentation of,  all aspects and information are 
important in the general sense of an investigation into animal cruelty.   















Animal Cruelty takes on many forms and 
can be addressed in different forums

Animal Crush Videos –

Live animal is intentionally crushed, burned, drowned, suffocated ,impaled or 
otherwise subjected to serious bodily injury 

Photograph, video, or digital recording and person intends or has reason to know 
that  is will be distributed in or uses a means or interstates commerce – i.e., the 
internet. 

Sell, make, advertise, exchange or distribute a photograph video or digital  
recording in or using a means of interstate commerce 

Animal Fighting 

Enforcement of animal fights prohibitions.  Violate Animal Welfare Act by 
promoting, engaging  or attending  or causing a minor under the age of 16 to 
attend. 
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